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South Africa's AIDS ravages "an army of orphans 

 

 

 

Africa News | 25 November 2022 

 

The first to die of AIDS was his father, followed by his mother a year later. Like many South Africans in the

mid-2000s, Ndumiso Gamede lost his parents in quick succession. Treatment has since stabilised the

crisis, but the effects of this "lost generation" are still being felt. Now a rapper, the 28-year-old, who had to

raise his younger brothers from the age of 13, shows pictures of his parents hanging on a dimly lit wall in

the garage where he lives in the impoverished township of Vosloorus, about 30 km from Johannesburg. 

 

 

A child infected with HIV every 100 seconds, new UN report reveals 

 

 

 

United Nations | 25 November 2022 

 

Approximately once every minute and 40 seconds, a child or young person under the age of 20 was

infected with HIV last year, the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) has reported, calling on governments to

“protect, sustain and accelerate” efforts to combat childhood HIV. Prevention efforts and treatment for
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children remain some of the lowest amongst key affected populations, and in 2019, a little less than half of

children worldwide did not have access to life-saving treatment, UNICEF said in a new report on

Wednesday. Nearly 320,000 children and adolescents were newly infected with Human Immunodeficiency

Virus (HIV) and 110,000 children died of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) last year.

“Children are still getting infected at alarming rates, and they are still dying from AIDS. This was even

before COVID-19 interrupted vital HIV treatment and prevention services putting countless more lives at

risk”, said UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore. 

 

 

UNAIDS urges world to unite to end gender-based violence against women and girls 

 

 

 

UNAIDS | 25 November 2022 

 

On the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, UNAIDS is calling on the world to

unite to end gender-based violence in all its forms and to challenge the gender inequities driving the HIV

pandemic. “Violence against women and girls is our individual and collective shame—a gross violation of

human rights happening on an epic scale,” said UNAIDS Executive Director, Winnie Byanyima. “This

pandemic of violence continues to drive thousands of new HIV infections every week and is making the

end of AIDS much harder to achieve. It is a systemic issue that must be addressed at every level of

society.” 

 

 

HIV prevention and treatment progress for children, adolescents, and pregnant

women nearly flat over past few years 

 

 

 

Reliefweb | 28 November 2022 

 

Around 110,000 children and adolescents (0-19 years) died from AIDs-related causes during 2021,

according to the latest UNICEF global snapshot on children and HIV and AIDS. Meanwhile, another

310,000 were newly infected, bringing the total number of young people living with HIV to 2.7 million.

Ahead of World AIDS Day, UNICEF warns that progress in HIV prevention and treatment for children,
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adolescents, and pregnant women has nearly flatlined over the past three years, with many regions still

not at pre-COVID-19 service coverage. This comes on top of an existing and growing gap in treatment

between children and adults. 

 

 

'Progress in HIV care for kids, pregnant women nearly flat over past 3 yrs' 

 

 

 

Social News XYZ | 29 November 2022 

 

Ahead of World Aids Day on December 1, the Unicef warned that progress in HIV prevention and

treatment for children, adolescents, and pregnant women has nearly flatlined over the past three years,

with many regions still not at pre-Covid service coverage. Around 110,000 children and adolescents (0-19

years) died from AIDS-related causes during 2021 while another 310,000 were newly infected, bringing

the total number of young people living with HIV to 2.7 million, according to the latest Unicef global

snapshot on children and HIV/AIDS, which was released on Monday. 

 

 

Inequalities standing in the way of global AIDS targets 

 

 

 

Health-e News | 29 November 2022 

 

Inequalities obstruct the end of the Aids epidemic after a new UNAIDs report revealed that adults and

children are being denied treatment. Over half of these kids are living on lifesaving medicines. The report

titled 'Dangerous Inequalities' reveals that based on current trends, the world will not meet agreed global
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targets on Aids, and millions of lives are at stake. It also shows that only urgent action can get the world's

Aids response on track. 

 

  

World AIDS Day 2022 — Message from Winnie Byanyima, Executive Director of

UNAIDS 

 

 

 

UNAIDS |29 November 2022 

 

World AIDS Day is a moment to honour over 40 million lives lost to AIDS, take stock of the AIDS

response, and commit to ending AIDS. This week we launched a powerful new report, Dangerous

Inequalities. In it, we called the world's attention to a painful reality: currently, we are not on track to end

AIDS by 2030, and the reason is inequality. But there is good news: by equalizing, we can end AIDS. 

 

  

Good, bad & ugly: How SA's fight against GBV & femicide is going 

 

 

 

Bhekisisa | 29 November 2022 

 

Between April 2020 and September 2022, 988 women were killed in domestic violence incidents in South

Africa, police data shows. In about the same period, the government achieved just over a fifth of the

targets in its action plan to curb gender-based violence and femicide (GBVF), according to a report

released at the second Presidential Summit on the matter held in Midrand in early November. Why? 
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Statement: We must urgently defend the rights and lives of women human rights

defenders 

 

 

 

UN Women | 29 November 2022 

 

International Women Human Rights Defenders Day is an occasion to celebrate and thank those women

and girls who tirelessly advocate for human rights, and people of all genders who defend women's rights

and rights related to gender equality. Around the world, women human rights defenders give of

themselves to bring about a future in which all persons enjoy the dividends of equality and the fullest

range of rights. 

 

 

A child was infected with HIV every two minutes in 2020 – UNICEF 

 

 

 

Unicef |29 November 2022 

 

At least 300,000 children were newly infected with HIV in 2020, or one child every two minutes, UNICEF

said in a report released today. Another 120,000 children died from AIDS-related causes during the same

period, or one child every five minutes. The latest HIV and AIDS Global Snapshot warns that a prolonged

COVID-19 pandemic is deepening the inequalities that have long driven the HIV epidemic, putting

vulnerable children, adolescents, pregnant women and breastfeeding mothers at increased risk of missing

life-saving HIV prevention and treatment services. “The HIV epidemic enters its fifth decade amid a global

pandemic that has overloaded health care systems and constrained access to life-saving services.

Meanwhile, rising poverty, mental health issues, and abuse are increasing children and women's risk of

infection,” said UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore. “Unless we ramp up efforts to resolve the

inequalities driving the HIV epidemic, which are now exacerbated by COVID-19, we may see more

children infected with HIV and more children losing their fight against AIDS.” 

 

  

World Aids Day 2022: Case management, expert patients and the meaning of

partnership 
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Health Systems Trust | 30 November 2022 

 

The SA SURE Pro project combines clinical interventions and peer mentorship to ensure inclusive and

equitable access to HIV and TB care and treatment in public health facilities and in communities.

Partnering with the Department of Health (DoH), the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),

and the communities in which we live and work, the SA SURE Pro project is implemented in four districts

in KwaZulu-Natal. People living with or at risk of HIV and/or TB infection are central to all of the work we

do. We strive to improve their experience of care by providing health education, support and treatment –

but not as merely passive recipients of care. 

 

  

COVID affected access to HIV treatment: the stories of migrant women in South

Africa show how 

  

 

  

The Conversation | 30 November 2022 

  

Prevention of mother-to-child transmission of HIV requires pregnant women to take life-long antiretroviral

therapy (ART) to prevent the onward transmission of the virus to their babies during pregnancy, birth or

breastfeeding.But one of the challenges is ensuring that women stay on treatment. When life gets in the

way, it can cause an individual to temporarily disrupt taking ART routinely. Treatment  interruptions can

occur due to many reasons. These include mobility, side effects, stigma, disclosure and not being able to

get time off work to visit the clinic. Treatment interruptions can lead to the risk of HIV transmission, and

poorer health outcomes for both the mother and baby. 

 

  

Clinical trials on broadly neutralising antibodies crucial for HIV prevention 
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SABC News | 30 November 2022 

 

Clinical trials examining broadly neutralising antibodies could hold critical information to protect high-risk

communities from HIV. The trials are currently under way in Durban at the Centre for the Aids Programme

of Research in South Africa (CAPRISA). 

 

  

The impact of conditional cash transfers for HIV prevention on peer relationships:

perspectives from female recipients and non-recipients in HPTN 068 

 

 

 

BMC Public Health | 30 November 2022 

 

CCTs are currently being explored for HIV prevention among adolescent girls and young women (AGYW)

in Southern Africa. However, little is known about how CCT geared towards adolescents' influence peer

relationships, despite evidence that peer relationships form a critical part of development in adolescence.

This article presents findings from a qualitative study that explored CCT recipients' and non-recipients'

perspectives on the impact of CCTs paid to AGYW on peer relationships. 

 

  

Meet the first South African women to get the anti-HIV jab 

 

 

 

BusinessLIVE | 1 December 2022 

 

South Africa had 200,000 new HIV infections in 2021, according to UNAids. A new injection called CAB-

LA could be a game-changer. 

https://hst.devman.co.za/devman/external/?t=5bb2f6ea
https://hst.devman.co.za/devman/external/?t=92954c9b


 

 

If the price is right: The anti-HIV jab could be in SA clinics by August 2023 

 

 

  

News24 | 1 December 2022 

 

South Africa's medicines regulator, Sahpra, will announce a decision on the approval of the new HIV

prevention jab, CAB-LA, “within days”. The shot is taken every two months and virtually wipes out

someone's chances of contracting HIV through sex. The health department says, if Sahpra approves the

shot, it could start rolling out the jab on a large scale within nine months — but that depends on the price

that the drugmaker will sell it at. We travelled to Crossroads near Cape Town to speak to young women in

a CAB-LA trial who have been using the injection for the past six months. 

 

  

South Africa: Injections Against HIV Could Be Manufactured Locally and Cheaply,

Says Aspen Pharmacare 

 

 

 

allAfrica | 1 December 2022 

 

Cabotegravir is still unaffordable after two years. In 2020, pharmaceutical company ViiV Healthcare

announced that a bimonthly injection of its new drug, cabotegravir, prevents HIV infection. More than two

years later, the drug is still unaffordable in countries where HIV is highly prevalent. Local medicines

manufacturer Aspen Pharmacare says that licences should be given to African producers so that

cabotegravir can be made more affordable and accessible. 
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Inequalities and harmful gender norms need to end in order to stop new HIV

infections – report 

 

 

 

News24 | 1 December 2022 

 

Global leaders have pledged to end new Aids infections by 2030, but a recent report by the United

Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) says inequalities and harmful gender norms are standing in

the way. The 'Dangerous Inequalities' report released in commemoration of Aids Day, which is observed

worldwide on 1 December, says infection rates in young women aged between 15 and 24 were

worrying. "The world will not be able to defeat Aids while reinforcing patriarchy. We need to address the

intersecting inequalities women face. In areas of high HIV burden, women subjected to intimate partner

violence face up to a 50% higher chance of acquiring HIV," said  UNAIDS executive director Winnie

Byanyima. 

 

  

TAC concerned about HIV infection rate among young people in high school 

 

 

 

IOL | 1 December 2022 

  

As South Africa observes World Aids Day today the Treatment Action Campaign (TAC) said it was

concerned about the high number of young people, including those in high school, who were getting

infected with HIV/Aids.  

 

  

Invitation to Bhekisisa webinar 
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Date: 7 December 2022 

Time: 11:00 – 12:15 

We have simpler, better HIV treatment, also for children. Now, SA needs new guidelines for how we use

ARVs. What will the updated rules look like? Join our panel of world-class experts to find out. 

 

  

Subscribe to the Health Systems Trust Bulletin 

  

 

  

The Health Systems Trust (HST) produces a weekly bulletin on Fridays focusing on key public health

news, peer-reviewed journal articles and other important primary healthcare resources. 
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